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SD JCI Senate News 
March 2024 

 

Board of Directors 

President 
Cindy Crook #55834 
crookcin@yahoo.com 
605-460-1184 
 
 
 
1

st
 Vice-President  

Klinton Finley #70384 
klinton929@gmail.com 
605-553-8974 
 
 
 
2

nd
 Vice-President  

Gary Steen # 56503 
Gary.steen1957@gmail.com 
605-881-1500 
 
 
 
Secretary 
Ellen Shaner #68746 
ellenkshaner@gmail.com 
712-223-0156 
 
 
 
Sgt at Arms  
Chad Albers #68747 
albersc@msn.com 
605-351-5034 
 
 
Treasurer  
Rose Steen #57178 
Rosesteen2011@hotmail.com 
605-881-1547 
 
 
Chaplain 
Jim Johnsen #44719 
cbarjchar@yahoo.om 
605-310-4580 
 
 
 
 

Greetings South Dakota Senators 

 

As we are already 2 months into the new  year, hope everyone is staying healthy. Earlier 

this month, Feb. 2
nd

 Punxsutawney Phil – Weather Prognosticator Extraordinary – 

emerged from his burrow to make his much - anticipated forecast. Phil took a look 

around and didn’t spot the villain: His Shadow! Which brought cheers as he predicted an 

early spring is in store for us! By this time of the year, I’m ready for early sunrise & late 

sunsets, Spring is in the air! 

 

As the second half of the year is well underway, there is still much to achieve.  Vonita 

Gardner #63629 Scholarship PM had 29 applications for scholarships this year.  1
st
 - 

$500 Rachel Koeppe – Rosholt High School, attending Minnesota State University 

Moorhead.  2
Nd

 - $300 Haley Nelson Viborg –Hurley High School, attending Augustana 

University, Sioux Falls.  3
rd

 - $200 Amelia Mae Knutson – Sturgis Brown High School, 

attending University of South Dakota, Vermillion.  

 

Other activities are updating the membership roster with current addresses, phone 

numbers and emails. If any of your information has changed or your not sure, please 

send the information to me. Thanks!  Have a group of members going through the 

Constitution & By-Laws and Policies to up date them this year.  Return the Favor 

opportunities with the Sioux Falls Jaycees. 

 

Had a Fantastic turnout for our Winter Membership Meeting on Feb. 9 & 10, in 

Watertown at the Pizza Ranch.  We welcomed Region VI NVP David Teachout & his 

travel buddy Bernard Thompson for the weekend.  Also attending from Iowa Pres. 

Wayde Burkhurt, and from Minnesota Toon Bauman and DJ Leppla, who are duel 

members.  The group toured the Terry Redlin Art Center & Museum on Saturday 

Morning.  Eighteen members and guest had supper Friday night at the Lone Pine Bar & 

Grill and fifteen had supper Saturday night at the Watertown Brewing Co. it was a Great 

weekend to socialize. 

 

Spring Region VI Meeting is April 19-21, 2024 in Des Moines, IA 

 

 

The Annual Meeting & Elections will be in Sioux Falls May 10-11
th

, Saturday will 

meet for Pot Luck at 11:30am, bring a dish to pass.  Meeting to follow at 2:00pm at 

the Dakota Lodge.  If you are planning on staying over night on Friday or 

Saturday, please let me know so we can make arrangements and get a better rate. 

Reminder to bring nonperishable items for the community project Feeding South 

Dakota  
 

 

 

Continued on next page 

   



 

                                                                     SD JCI Senate News Page 2 of 17 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

SD JCI Senate Newsletter 

Deadlines for article submissions for the upcoming newsletters: 

 

 Please forward to Vonita Gardner at vonitarae@hotmail.com 

 
Please forward to Vonita Gardner at vonitarae@hotmail.com 

 

Please contact me with any questions. 

Vonita Gardner #63629 

2023-2024 Newsletter Editor 

 
 

 

Membership Annual dues are $30 a yr. Lifetime Membership is $300.  The National dues are $7 dollars a yr, so 

that means the other $23 dollars stays in our general fund to help with the expenses of the SD Senate. If you are 

not a paid member or are interested in becoming a lifetime member, please contact me. We would love to hear 

from you!  

.   

Well till next time Keep Celebrating with the Senate. 

 

“Celebrating Past, Present & Future” 

 

Cindy Crook  #55834 

2023-24 SD JCI Senate President 

605-460-1184 

crookcin@yahoo.com  

 

PS: Just wondering if members really read the newsletters that we take our time to put out each quarter. If you 

read the newsletter, please let me know by text, e-mail or a phone call would be great. Thanks!!  I only heard 

from 5 or 6 members that they read the newsletter last time (Thank You to those members). We also received a 

$100 donation from one of our members/readers.  Thank You!!  
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1st Vice President 

 
Hello and good day to all region 6 senators.   

 

First of all I would like to say I am very sorry I was unable to make it to the last meeting in Watertown.  

Iit was my turn I guess tocome down with covid and it was not very fun,  but I hope to make it t Des 

Moines in April.  The new company I work for -  Kwik Star -  is having issues keeping staff at one of 

their stores and I was asked if I would go over and do chicken at that store -  and what do you know - my 

thank you for volunteering to help them out in need got me sick sick sick. 

 

 Nothing much really going on at this point in time but do want to say that Vonita and I were able to 

judge applications for the senator scholarship program.  We narrowed it down to three with two going on 

to compete at Nationals - say a prayer for them and keep them in your mind!! 

 

I've done a couple more casino nights for return the favor for the Sioux falls JC's and it's been really fun.  

The last event I did in Brandon at the golf course was so much fun that the people at my table yelled out it 

was time to start a tip cup that they put on the table where the pit Boss stays and that's because a lot of 

them said this is the best fun they've had in a long time. So I just want you guys to know I have a great 

time and good feeling when I leave that my return the favor hours are well spent and thank you Sioux 

falls JC's for including me in your events. 

 

I want to say I hope everybody had a great New Year and Valentine's Day.   I look forward to seeing you 

all again soon and next time I hope it'll be when I'm healthier hahaha!! :-) :-) :-) 

 

So till next time God bless you all... 

 

Sincerely,  your 1 st Vice President of the South Dakota JCI Senate Klinton 70384 & 123 LFTM MBR  
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SD JCI Senate shirts 

 

SD JCI Senate shirts are still available to order.  Shirts are available in t-shirts, polos or 

button down.  Shirts are purple in color, with the logo below. 

 

Please contact Cindy Crook if you are interested in ordering. 

 

Cindy Crook #55834 

SD JCI President 22-23 

605-460-1184 

crookcin@yahoo.com 
 

 

 

 

Return the Favor Opportunities 
 

The Sioux Falls Jaycees have casino night fundraisers scheduled for: 

 
April 26, 2024  

Lennox, SD 
 

May 4, 2024 
Huron, SD 

 

May 17, 2024 
Sioux Falls, SD 

 

August 24, 2024 
Sioux Falls, SD 

 
 
 
 

Dealers for Blackjack, Texas Hold’Em and Roulette are needed. 
 

Please contact Chad Albers at 605-351-5034  
or Kyle Weelborg at 605-929-5985 if you are able to help out. 
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SOUTH DAKOTA JCI SENATE 

UNAPPROVED MINUTES 

SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA 

February 10, 20274 

2:00 PM 

 
In attendance:  David Teachout(#68700), Ellen Shaner(#68746), Cindy Crook(#55834), Rose 

Steen(#57178), Jill Johnsen(#78110), Doug Kranz(#61730), Gary Steen(#56503), Toon Bauman(#67855), 

Ken Fischer(#43036), Vonita Gardner(#63629), Donna Hamre(#78687), Julie Rieckman(#60573), Chuck 

Caron(FR82), Marsha Dahl(#47936), John Dahl(#42828), Wayde Burkhart(#63877) 

 

Pres. Cindy Crook called the meeting to order at 1:47pm.  Started with the Pleadge of Allegiance and the 

Invocation.  Cindy introduced the guests NVP David Teachout, Bernard Thompson, and IA President 

Wayde Burkhart. 

 

The agenda was approved by Julie Rieckman(60573) and Jill Johnsen(78110) 

 

The minutes were approved as corrected by adding Jill Johnsen to the attendance list.  Julie(60573)/Doug 

Kranz(61730) 

 

Treasurer's Report- 

Membership-Dec 1st-49 due-39 Lifetime, 1 deceased, 10 annual 

                      March 1st-31 due-26 Lifetime, 5 annual 

                      June 1st-63 due-48 Lifetime, 15 annual 

Mentors-Articles are due Feb. 25 

Edward Jones Account-Balance-$25,092.93/$25,216.14 

Vonita said the Sioux Falls chapter is covering the accounting service for the 501c4 not for profit status 

Approved Ken Fischer/Vonita Gardner 

 

SD Advisors Report-Julie Rieckman-Caron is serving nationally and Vonita Gardner is serving with 

Region VI. 

 

Vice Presidents Report 

Onto-John Dahl has registration for next meetings-Iowa, Tampa, Tulsa, Kenner LA.  July 12-14 is Iowa 

Summer Picnic in Fort Madison. 

Hospitality-everyone needs to help 

Newsletter-Due Feb.25 and May 25 to Vonita Gardner 

Social Media-Send events to Lynda Kludt for Facebook posts and Region VI Facebook posts 

Scholarships-Gave forms to 129 counselors-28 returned and 3 winners picked: 

           Rachel Koeppe-Rosholt High School($500) 

           Haley Nelson-Viborg-Hurley High School($300) 

           Amelia Knutson-Sturgis Brown High School($200) 

 

 

2
nd

 Vice President Report 

Sweepstakes-Collected money for tickets-The following people were winners:  (63877)Wade, 

(52497)Bernard, (68746)Ellen, (61730)Doug, (68700)David T, (44719)Jim J, (55834)Cindy, (56503)Gary, 

(43036)Ken 
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Bylaws-passed out current ones but need to update some of the things in them.   

SOARS-reach out to your area to get more people back involved 

My Jaycee Story-Cindy Crook has the forms 

Membership-covered under Treasurer's report 

Return the Favor-Sioux Falls needs dealers Feb.24 

Caps for Love-John Dahl takes to a recycler in Omaha, no black ones 

 

Old Business- 

Fall Region VI meeting-10 attended 

National Fall Board Meeting-Houston-Had a good time 

National Winter Board Meeting-Greenville, SC-wet and cold.  Dahls won the Keep the Faith Award. 

Wreaths Across America-Can be any cemetary, 26 donated in SD, needs to be better promoted, $17.00 but 

can get 3 for the price of 2 on Jaycee Senate website 

Membership Handbooks-get description of officer jobs. 

 

New Business 

Ways & Means-Ideas about volunteering at the SD State Fair and Moody County Fair.  Can get up to 

$150/day per person for doing this. 

State Meeting-2
nd

 week of May in Sioux Falls.  More to come. 

 

Summer Blast/Picnic-Decided to table for a year and see what the interest is later(Ken/Gary) 

Spring Region VI Meeting-Des Moines April 19-21-Call the Sales and Marketing section of the hotel.  

Have prices for 2 people and for 4 people to rooms.  Hotel prices include breakfast. 

Flags Across America-more info coming in June 

USJCI National Convention-Tampa-June 18-22, 2024-this is Tuesday through Saturday.  Have to pay for 

lots of meals out.   

 

Officer Announcements 

President – still need someone to step up 

1
st
 VP-Klinton Finley 

2
nd

 VP-Gary Steen 

Secretary-Ellen Shaner 

Treasurer-Rose Steen 

Sergeant at Arms-Chad Albers 

 

Adjournment-Julie/Toon 
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Treasurer 
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Senate Photo Gallery 
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ONTO Regional, National meetings 
 

  Here are the next  Region VI State meetings, Regional and National meetings coming up.   
 

   Region 6 Meeting 
April 19th and 20th 2024 Hosted by the Iowa JCI Senate – see registration on next page 
Hotel is Holiday Inn Northwest  Phone 515-278-4755  ~   The address is 4800 Merle Hay Road 
Registration is $80.00 
                                     

  
USJCI Senate Annual Meeting 

June 18th  - 24 th  2024  
The Hotel is Embassy Suites 813-977-7066  
Registration is $ 140.00 

                                   
  
USJCI Senate Fall Board Meeting 

Sept. 19th –22nd 2024 hosted by Oklahoma Senate 
Hotel is the Renaissance Hotel  918-307-2600 
Registration is $ 75.00 

  
  
Iowa Senate Picnic 

July 12th – 14th 2024 
Cobblestone Hotel 319-246-1401  ~  Address is 4901 Ave O Fort Madison Ia. 52627 
Registration is $ 45.00 
                                     

All of these Registrations can all be found online   ~    You can call me at 605-881-6199 
  
 
 Thanks, john Dahl # 42828 Onto Program Manager 
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