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Greetings South Dakota Senators 
 

Well June is finally here & we jump right in to summer weather with it being 85 to 90 

degrees. It also means the end of this Senate year, where did the time go!! This year 

has been busy with learning everything you need to know as president. From making a 

Plan of Action to setting up meetings, making agendas, writing newsletter articles, 

helping with membership, activate members, attending state meetings & Region VI 

meetings, running community projects & helping the Jaycees with projects. Also 

hosting the Spring Region VI meeting & 50th Anniversary of the SD JCI Senate. It 

has been a busy year all year long, now time to take a break before I start all over 

again! 
 

The last year has been a meeting of the minds and ideas to pull off a huge double 

event. The Spring Region VI meeting and the 50th Anniversary of the South Dakota 

JCI Senate was a huge success! Over 125 attendees from the region and across the 

country enjoyed the weekend with lots of food, fun, socializing & meeting up with old 

friends and making new friends. I want to take the time to thank everyone who joined 

us for the weekend and also a big thank you to everyone that donated for hospitality 

and help in any way we needed them to. A big thank you to Chair Vonita Gardner and 

the committee for working so hard this year to make everything run so smoothly. 

Thanks to Co-emcees Dan Rabbit and Arnold Stinson (SD Senator) who drove all the 

way from Maine with Helen (SD Senator) and his daughter Isabel to help us celebrate 

our 50th Anniversary. We also welcomed US JCI Senate Pres. Susan Hatcher, Region 

VI VP Paul Myers and Tonya, Region IV VP Pam Padgett, Region II VP Bob 

McDonald, AVP Hal Williams and Secretary Gary Pittenger. 
 

In conjunction with our Region VI meeting we ran a community project, giving back 

to the community through Feeding South Dakota. We asked attendees to bring two or 

more non-perishable items to donate to Feed South Dakota food bank. What a huge 

success this food drive was with two tables full of donations. Thanks to everyone that 

donated to make this a successful project. We also had a drawing for two free 

registrations to the Fall Region VI meeting in New London WI for each donation. 
 

Our Annual Meeting & Elections were held on May 6th in Huron. Had a great turn out 

for the pot luck lunch and meeting and followed with elections. 
 

New Officers for SD JCI Senate 2023-24: 

President Cindy Crook #55834 

1st Vice Pres. Klinton Finley #70384 

2nd Vice Pres. Gary Steen #56503 

Secretary Ellen Shaner #68746 

Treasurer Rose Steen #57178 

Chaplin Jim Johnsen #44719 

Newsletter Editor Vonita Gardner #63629 

Pres. Asst Pat Hoelker #45833 

State Advisor Julie Rieckman-Caron #60573 

 
(Continued on next page) 
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I would like to THANK everyone for stepping up to fill all the positions. I would also like to take this time and 

THANK my WONDERFUL board this year for everything they have done to make this a great & successful 

year!! 

Congratulations & Welcome Kyle Weelborg #81623 as our newest member of the SD JCI Senate. The SD JCI 

senate grew by +7 for the year with 5 new members in the last quarter, with 2 of them being lifetime members. 

Hope to keep the steady growth of new members this coming year. If you haven’t paid your dues this year or are 

interested in a lifetime membership, please contact Vonita Gardner or myself, we would love to have you join 

us!! 

South Dakota JCI Senate is proud to announce that the three SD Scholarship winners have also won US JCI 

Scholarship on the national level.  

 Sierra Hoop, Stevens High School in Rapid City, attending Black Hills State University 

 Chase Jones, Dell Rapid high School, attending SDSU 

 Daniel “Cass” Finn, Philip High School, attending Lake Area Tech in Watertown 

 

The SD JCI Senate will be having our Summer Blast picnic in conjunction with Iowa”s Senate Picnic on July 28-

29 in Sioux City , IA, at the Hampton Inn & Suites. With it being so close to SD, we decided it would be fun to 

come together in one location. Join us for fellowship, golf, scavenger hunt/poker run, breweries, wineries & 

socializing. Hope to see you all there!!  Registration forms for the summer Picnic are included at the end of this 

newsletter. 

Well until next time keep Celebrating with the Senate! 

“Celebrating Past, Present & Future” 

Cindy Crook #55834 

2022-23 SD JCI Senate President 

605-460-1184 

crookcin@yahoo.com 
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ONTO Regional, National meetings 
 
 

Greetings Senators, 
 
Listed below are the next Regional and National meetings coming up.  If you can attend and help promote any of the 
meetings, it would be greatly appreciated.   
 

 

1. National Convention:  June 26-June 30, 2023 at the Marriott St. Louis Airport in St. Louis, MO.  Registration is 
$140 postmarked by 5/31/23 or $165 after 5/31/23.  Call 833-474-0569 and request room block JCI Senate 2023 
for room reservations which are $125 per night plus tax of 19.33%.  Room block cut off is May 25, 2023. 
 

2. Iowa Summer Picnic: July 28-30 at the Hampton Inn, 5555 Sergeant Rd., Sioux City, IA 51106.  Rooms are $119 
plus tax.  Call 712-587-6984 for reservations.  Early registration is $45 by July 1 and late is $60 after July 1. 
 

3. US JCI Senate Fall Meeting: Sept 21-24 in Houston, TX at the Hilton Houston North.  Rooms are $139 plus tax.  
Call 281-875-2222 for reservations.  Early Registration is $75 by 8/21 and late after 8/21 is $85. 
 

4. Region VI Fall Board Meeting: Oct 6-8 in New London, WI at the AmericInn in New London.  Call 920-982-5700 
for Reservations which are $104.00 plus tax nightly.  Early registration on/before 8/1 is $75 postmarked after 
8/1 late registration $85. The registration form for this event is included in this newsletter. 
 

5. USJCI Senate Winter Meeting:  January 11-14, 2024 in Greenville, SC.  Reservations Embassy Suites Golf Resort, 
Greenville.  864-676-9090 for early registration $75 postmarked by 12/10/23, $85 postmarked after 12/17/23.  
Hotel room rate is $132.50 plus taxes per night.  Cutoff date for rooms is 12/18/23.   
 

6. National Convention 2024: Tampa FL June 18—23, 2024.  Hilton in FL.  Rooms are $139 per night.  More 
information to follow as it becomes available. 
 

I have registration forms for each of these meetings. Or you can go on the USJCI Senate website and click on 
Registration forms and go from there.  Or you can give me a call and I’ll send you a form!   
Sure hope to see many of you at some of these meetings!   

 

ONTO Regional, and National meetings 
John D. Dahl #42828  
jmdahl@wat.midco.net     
605-881-6199 
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1st Vice President 

 
 
To all my fellow Senate friends and family out there –  

 

 I want to let you know I was very very happy to accept the nomination to be part of the SD JCI Senate Board of 

Directors with President Cindy Crook. I will be her 1st Vice President for South Dakota JCI Senate for 2023 

2024. I am looking so forward to doing some more traveling, getting out in the open again and seeing people & 

their communities that I haven't seen in a very very long time.  

 

I'm hoping that Cindy and I will have an opportunity to be able to travel to different places – we are making 

plans and are excited for the new Senate year. I want everyone to know that even though I've been out of the 

Limelight for a while,  Mr. crazy, crazy Senator Klinton Finley is back and very happy to be able to help the 

South Dakota JCI Senate as well as Region VI!!   

 

I look forward to seeing all of you soon and I hope you're all keeping KOOL.  Till next time, thank you very 

much for listening and reading my first newsletter article in over at least I would say 10 years. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Klinton Finley #70834  

Life Time Member #123 

 

God Speed to U All!!! 
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SD JCI Senate Newsletter 

 

Deadlines for article submissions for the upcoming newsletters are below.  Please forward to vonitarae@hotmail.com 
 

Articles Due: Newsletter distributed: 

August 25, 2023 September 10, 2023 

November 25, 2023 December 10, 2023 

February 25, 2024 March 10, 2024 

May 25, 2024 June 10, 2024 
 

 

Please contact me with any questions. 

Vonita Gardner #63629 

2023-2024 Newsletter Editor 

 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

Treasurer 

The account balances (as of 5/2/23) and SD JCI budget are listed below.  A full ledger is available and 
distributed at regular state SD JCI meetings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

                                                                              SD JCI Senate News Page 6 of 16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                                                                              SD JCI Senate News Page 7 of 16 

 

Region VI Spring Meeting & SD JCI Senate 50
th

 Anniversary Celebration 
 

 

 

The planning committee for the Region VI Spring Meeting and SD JCI Senate 50
th

 Anniversary Celebration 

want to thank everyone that helped bring the events together over the weekend.  Everyone that attended had an 

AWESOME weekend. 

   

Thank you all so much for all your hard work!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Planning Committee: 

Cindy Crook - Edith Arneson – Danielle Albers – Vonita Gardner 

Kyle Weelborg - Gary Steen - Rose Steen - Chad Albers 
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SOUTH DAKOTA JCI SENATE 

UNAPPROBED MINUTES 

ANNUAL MEETING 

HURON, SOUTH DAKOTA 

MAY 6, 2023 

2:00 PM 

 

In attendance: 

Gary Steen #56503,  Rose Steen #57178,  Deb Rothweiler #65300, Marsha Dahl #47936, John Dahl #42828, Jim 

Johnsen #44719, Jill Johnsen #78110, Ken Fischer #43036, Cindy Crook #55834, Vonita Gardner #63629 

 

CALL TO ORDER - Pres. Cindy Crook #55834 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – led by Jim Johnsen #44719 

 

INVOCATION – Jim Johnsen #44719 

 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS & MEMBERS 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

M/S/C – Gary Steen #56503 – John Dahl #42828 

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT – Review minutes taken by Pat Hoelker #45893 at the Winter meeting – Feb 22, 2023 in 

Yankton, SD  

M/S/C  - Approval of minutes from Winter Meeting Feb. 11, 2023/Yankton  -  Marsha Dahl #47936  - Rose 

Steen #57178 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT – Vonita Gardner #63629 

          Membership 

 Account balances and ledgers for each account were distributed. 

 

The deadline to submit 4
TH

 quarter dues is June 1
st
.  Renewal invoices were sent to  

the 11 annual dues paying members due.  We are +4 for the year so far. 

 

Invoices were also sent to the 119 SD JCI members that have not paid their national dues.  So far one member 

has returned partial payment toward lifetime membership – there has been a conversation with another member 

re: paying lifetime dues, but noting has been forwarded. 

 

Stamps prices increase July 9
th

 – Vonita will purchase stamps for: 

 Chaplain – 1 roll    -  Treasurer – 1 roll  -   Secretary – 1 roll 

 Newsletter Editor – ½ roll 

  

Marsha Dahl #47936  needs the 501 © 3 number  for the SD JCI Senate and the Jaycee Foundation – the 

number used by both organizations is 501©3 Tax ID# 46-0368718  

Vonita will forward this to Marsha. 

 

          Lifetime members 

  144 total life time members 

  121 living life time members 
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          Mentors 

An envelope was distributed with a sign up for meeting attendance in the Mentors magazine.  $2 donation is 

suggested to submit with the meeting attendance. 

 

          Edwards Jones Account 

             Edwards Jones Representatives effective July 1, 2022 

 5 year term and administrator – Julie Reickman-Caron #60573 

 3 year term – Lester Sterns #67960 

 Chairman of the Board – Kristi Hackley #76426 

 Current President – Cindy Crook #55834 

 Current Treasurer – Vonita Gardner #63629 

 

Approval of Treasurer report;  M/S/C – Jim Johnsen #44719 – Deb Rotherweiler #65300 

 

SD ADVISORS REPORT – Julie Rieckmam-Caron #60573 

 Julie Reickman-Caron #60573 joined the meeting via telephone 

Two SD JCI members are Regional level for 2023 – 2024 

Dan Rabbitt #49811– appointed Region VI Treasurer 

Vonita Gardner #63629 – appointed Region VI social media coordinator 

 

One SD JCI member has been appointed on the nation level for 2023-2024 

Rose Steen #57178 – appointed to the National Future Directions Committee 

 

VICE PRESIDENTS REPORT 

          1st Vice President Chad Albers #68747  

               On-To – John Dahl #42828 

 John distributed information for upcoming Region VI and National events 

 Registration forms are available – contact John Dahl  

 

               Hospitality – Board/Members 

Pot luck was offered at this meeting again.  Appreciate any help with moving coolers/crock 

pots/supplies.  A pot luck lunch will continue to be scheduled for 2023-2024 meetings. 

 

 Newsletter – Danielle Albers #76427  - Vonita Gardner #63629 reported  

Next deadline for articles is May 25
th

 – please forward to Danielle and Vonita (please use this email 

address when forwarding to Vonita vonitarae@hotmail.com) 

 

Deadlines for the 2023-2024 newsletters are: 

August 25, 2023 (to be sent September 10, 2023) 

November 25, 2022 (to be sent December 10, 2023) 

February 25, 2024 (to be sent March 10, 2024) 

May 25, 2024(to be sent June 10, 2024) 

 

               Social Media (Website & Facebook) – Lynda Kludt #67962 

There are currently tow SD JCI Facebook pages – need to confirm which site is for “social” posts.  

What is the purpose of the send page that was created?  Consider sunsetting any unused pages. 
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Scholarships – Kristi Hackley #76426 – report by Cindy Crook #55834 

2022-2023 Recipients of the SD JCI Senate scholarship are:  

1
st
 place - Sierra Hopp from Stevens High school in Rapid City attending Black Hills State 

University. 

 

   2
nd

 place – Chase Jones from Dell Rapids High School. Attending SDSU. 

   

3
rd

 place – Daniel Finn from Phillip High School attending Lake Area Community College. 

 

All 3 recipients were selected as 2022-2023 National JCI Senate scholarship recipients.  National 

scholarship amounts are:  $1500 if attending a University.  $1000 for attending a Vocational 

School/Community College. 

 

 

          2nd Vice President – Klinton Finley #70384 

               Sweepstakes – Pat Hoelker #45893 

Gary Steen #56503 collected $5 from members.  Six tickets were distributed.   

    

               By-Laws/Policies  

By-laws will be reviewed by a committee in the 2023-2024 JCI year. 

 

SOARS (Senate, Outreach, Activation, Retention) – Edith Arneson #76428 

The purpose of the S.O.A.R. program is to promote fellowship among Senators and to encourage 

participation and involvement in US JCI Senate programs and projects. 

 

My Jaycee Story is part of the SOAR program.  Senators are encouraged to provide a story about their 

Jaycee experience. 

 

               Membership _ Vonita Gardner #63629 

See update in Treas. report. 

 

               Return the Favor – Individual members (Due Dates Dec. 1
st
  & June 1

st
 ) May 15

th
  

The purpose of the program is for Senators to partner with the Jaycees to provide assistance to the 

organization that gave us so much.   

 

               Caps For Loves – John Dahl #42828 

John is still collecting caps for the program.  Please bring caps to meetings – give to John or Marsha – 

NO BLACK CAPS PLEASE 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 2023 Spring Region VI Meeting/SD JCI Senate 50
th

 Anniversary Banquet  

Co-Chairs Vonita Gardner #63629 & Edith Arneson #76428 

 Thank you to everyone who attended and helped out – budgets are still pending – a full report will be 

available at the next SD JCI Senate meeting. 

 

 Ways & Means/Fundraising Region VI Meeting 

o Please contact President Cindy with any fundraising ideas to increase the SD JCI budget.    
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 50/50 Raffle/Region VI Meeting  

o $155 to Mark Berg – winner of ½ and ½ drawing 

o $155 will be transferred to the SD JCI Senate scholarship fund 

 

 Community Activities – Feeding South Dakota 

o Great turn out – donations were well received  - food donations were made to Feeding SD via the 

Connect Center in Yankton, SD 

 

 SD JCI state shirts – Cindy Crook #55834 

o Shirts are still available to order – the more that are ordered at a time, the more reasonable they 

are – Please contact Cindy Crook if you would like to order a shirt. 

 

 Bill for taffy for last year’s donation? 

o John has still not received an invoice for the order. 

 

 Membership handbooks/Life Time letters – Vonita Gardner #63629 

Goal in 2023-2024 is to create a draft of policies, processes, calendars, highlight  of the activities of the 

SD JCI Senate to acclimate a new Senator to the organization – or a document an existing Senator can 

refer to.  

 

 National photo – SD appointee Ken Fischer #43036 

o Ken will forward a photo from those attending National events – next photo op is in St. Louis. 

 

 Summer Blast/Picnic – w/Iowa JCI Senate – Sioux City IA   July 28-30,2023 

o The SD JCI Senate summer picnic will be held in conjunction with the Iowa JCI summer blast in 

Sioux City , IA July 20-39, 2023. 

 

More information will be available in the SD JCI newsletter being distributed in June 2023.  

Registration forms are available from John Dahl – registration is $45.  

NEW BUSINESS 

 National Convention St. Louis, MO June 25-29,02023  

John Dahl has registration forms – there are tours to sign up for.  Agenda for the entire meeting is on 

Facebook.  Time has been set aside for a Region VI meeting during the meeting.  Several members of 

the SD JCI Senate are planning to attend.  SD delegation – please remember to meet for a photo op. 

 

 Foundation Donation 

o An in-kind donation was made from the Region VI committee to the SD JCI Senate to donate 5 

bottles of wine and one bottle of 40 year old whiskey as our annual donation to the US JCI 

Foundation for the auction. 

o Any other donations can be dropped with Ken Fischer to transport to St. Louis 

 

 Ways & Means/Fundraising for 2023-2024 

o What fundraisers can we do to help off-set budget line items? 

Possible option discussed (i.e. Lotto ticket option  -  $400 club)  

Please contact Cindy with any ideas to help raise funds for the SD JCI Senate. 



 

                                                                              SD JCI Senate News Page 12 of 16 

 

 Membership Activation for 2023-2024 

o Reach out to members – encourage participation. 

o Are Zoom meetings still and option?  Zoom meetings will reduce the number of senators that will 

attend in person, losing the networking aspect of the organization, but would reduce travel time 

for distant members.  A Zoom program administrator would need to be present to set up any 

virtual meetings. 

 

 State meetings – Fall Board, Winter Boards & Annual Meeting 

o We need to determine meetings for 2023 -2024 JCI year.  Schedule meetings as centrally as 

possible (I-29/I90 corridor).  Consider Mitchell, Chamberlain, Brookings, Madison, Sioux Falls, 

Flandreau. 

 

One consideration for any meetings held in Sioux Falls - Deb Rothweiler #65300 has access to the 

community room at her apartment complex at no charge.  This has a full functional kitchen and 

meeting space. 

 

 Fall Region VI Meeting Oct. 6-8, 2023 New London WI 

o Registration forms are available from John Dahl.   

 

 Announcements of Incoming National Officers: Region VI NVP David Teachout #68700 from 

MO, National President Hal Williams #43912 from FL, Secretary Gary Duell #48384 from PA & 

Treasurer Bruce Sostak #52655 from TX. 

 

 National Year-End slide show  Dr. Tom Molstad #63304   jci.senate.news@gmail.com 

o Forward photos to Dr. Tom at the above email address  

 

15 minute break  

ELECTION OF NEW OFFICERS FOR 2023-2024 

Deb Rotherweiler #65300 presided over the elections. 

          Previously Announced at Feb. meeting/Additional Nominations from floor 

 President : Cindy Crook # 55834 – M/S/C - John Dahl #42828 - Gary Steen #56503 

 1
st
 Vice President: Klinton Finley #70384 – Gary Steen #56503 – Rose Steen #57178 M/C/S 

 Secretary: Ellen Shaner #68746 - Gary Steen #56503 – Rose Steen #57178 M/C/S 

 Treasurer: Rose Steen #57178 – Vonita Gardner #63629 – Marsha Dahl #47936 – M/S/C   

 Sgt at Arms: Chad Albers #68747  - Jim Johnsen #44719 - Ken Fischer #43036 M/S/C       

 

At this time a Motion from the floor was made to suspend the by-laws Deb Rothweiler, #65300 returned the gavel to 

President Cindy to preside over the motion.  – Jim Johnsen #44719 - Ken Fischer #43036 M/S/C.   

       

Election proceeding returned to Deb Rothweiler, #65300 

2
nd

 Vice President: Gary Steen – Vonita Gardner #63629 – Jim Johnsen #44719 M/S/C.   

 

Elections concluded - Meeting was re- turned to President Cindy. 

 

Presidential Comments 
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Thank you to everyone for commitment to the SD JCI Senate.  Thank you for pulling together to host the 

Region Vi Spring meeting.  Reach out to me anytime – contact me through email, text etc. 

 

Goals for 2023-2024 – develop a handbook – membership roster needs to be cleaned up – emails are not good 

– addresses are not good  -  phone numbers need updated. Fundraisers 

 

Good of the Order  

If anyone has photos from the Spring 2023 Region VI meeting, please forward to Cindy Crook for inclusion on 

the website, in the newsletter etc. 

 

Gary Steen’s retirement party is June 10
th

 – meal and band at their farm in Watertown.  Bring your own chair. 

All 205 New Trier Avenue, Kranzburg, SD.   

 

Per Marsha Dahl  #47936  - if anyone has Flannel shirts and sweatshirts they no longer want, a company in 

Watertown is refurbishing flannel shirts for donation. 

  

Swearing in the 2023-2024 New Officers 

Suspended until summer picnic in Iowa (contact NVP Dave Teachout  to do swearing in). 

 

Adjournment Marsha Dahl #47936 - Jim Johnsen #44719  M/S/C 

 

Creed – led by Jill Johnsen #78110 

 
 
 

 

SD JCI Senate shirts are still available to order.  Shirts are available in t-shirts, polos or button down.  
Shirts are purple in color, with the logo below. 
 
Please contact Cindy Crook if you are interested in ordering. 
 
Cindy Crook #55834 

SD JCI President 22-23 

605-460-1184 

crookcin@yahoo.com 
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