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Greetings South Dakota Senators 
 
Hope everyone had a safe and Happy Thanksgiving with family and friends.  It 
was a breeze & chilly day this year for Thanksgiving in South Dakota.  Spent the 
day in Watertown with my son Cody, just a mother-son day.  Hope the weather 
stays nice with no snow till after Christmas.  The older I get the more I don’t like 
the cold & snow in South Dakota, No wonder why people go south for the winter!  
Now it’s time to decorate for Christmas & get your Christmas shopping & baking 
done.  The time between the two holidays goes by faster every year. Did most of 
my Christmas shopping on Black Friday, now just need to get everything 
wrapped before Christmas Eve day.   
 
We started the fall off with a great turn out at the SD JCI Senate Fall Meeting & 
pot luck in Sioux Falls.  Also in conjunction with our meetings this year, we are 
running a community project, Feeding South Dakota with food donations. 
Currently working on the SD JCI Scholarship program & getting information out 
to the schools.  It is also time to get involved this year with Wheelchairs4Kids, 
Wreath Across America & (S.O.A.R.) Senate Outreach Activation Retention, 
Please step-up & get involved!!  
 
Had a big group of SD Senators that traveled to New London, WI for the Fall 
Region VI meeting Oct. 6-8th.  I enjoyed meeting all the new state presidents in 
our region & meeting up with old friends and making new friends.    
 
Senators have been busy Returning the Favor by helping the Sioux Falls 
Jaycees with The Haunted Fairgrounds, dealing Black Jack at Casino Nights, 
that the Sioux Falls Jaycees provide for businesses & other events.  This is one 
of their many chapter fundraisers.  Holiday Gifts for Children is also a project the 
Senators help the Sioux Falls Jaycees with from picking up, wrapping to 
delivering.  It is always fun to see the smiles on the children’s face when 
delivering gifts for them. If you are interested in Returning the Favor and helping 
the Sioux Falls Jaycees out with any of their projects, please contact Chad 
Albers (605) 351-5034 or myself.  
 
We are participating in Wreath Across America Day, Saturday Dec. 16th, this 
year.  Each December on National Wreath Across America Day, the mission to 
Remember, Honor and Teach is carried out by coordinating wreath-laying 
Ceremonies at Arlington National Cemetery, as well as at more than 3,400 
additional locations in all 50 US states, at sea and abroad.  
 
Who We Remember 
From the revolutionary war to present day conflicts, our veterans are devoted 
sons and daughters, fathers and mothers, sisters and brothers. They come from 
all backgrounds in life to place their lives on the line for our freedoms. 
 
                                                                                   Continued on the next page
   



 

                                                                     SD JCI Senate News Page 2 of 20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have many in the United States who have passed during or after their service and in ensuring our 
freedom. This year, we will honor those by getting involved in the Wreaths Across America. There are 
172 national cemeteries, 149 VA Funded Cemeteries and 34 Soldier Lots and Monuments.  
December 16th is approaching quickly, and we need your help!  Go to Wreaths Across America.com 
website and find a cemetery near you. South Dakota has four cemeteries listed: South Dakota 
Veterans Cemetery – Sioux Falls, South Dakota Black Hills National Cemetery – Sturgis, Custer City 
Cemetery – Custer, Cold Springs Pioneer Cemetery – Custer.  
If you are interested in helping with this project in any way, please contact me, we  
can do this!!   
 
The Winter Membership Meeting will be in Watertown Feb. 9 & 10th, Saturday will meet for 
lunch at 11:30 am, order off the menu, with meeting to follow at 2:00pm at the Wheel Inn Café.  
Address is 404 10th Street NW, turn on Highway 20 and head north. If you are planning on staying 
over night on Friday or Saturday, please let me know so we can make arrangements and get a better 
rate. Reminder to bring nonperishable items for the community project Feeding South Dakota. 
 

The National VP for Region VI David Teachout from Missouri will be coming for 
the weekend, so let’s have a great turn out for the weekend with some South 
Dakota hospitality!   
   
Well till next time Keep Celebrating with the Senate! 
 
“Celebrating Past, Present & Future” 
 
Happy Holidays & A Happy New Year to all of you!! 
 
Cindy Crook  #55834 
2022-23 SD JCI Senate President 
605-460-1184 
crookcin@yahoo.com  
 
PS: Just wondering if members really read the newsletters that we take our time to put out each 
quarter. If you read the newsletter, please let me know by text, e-mail or a phone call would be great. 
Thanks!!   
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1st Vice President 

 

Good Morning to you all from 1st Vice President Klinton Finley, #70384 & LFTM #123 
 

I hope all of you had a safe and Happy SPOOKY HALLOWEEN!!! 
 

My October Was Eventful As I Volunteered out at the Sioux Falls Jaycees Haunted House.  For those of you that do 

not know, My Passion of wanting to join the Jaycees back in 2003 was because I went to my 1st Jaycees Haunted 

house in Rochester, Minnesota way back in 1997. 
 

I moved to South Dakota where Cindy Crook recruited me in 2003. I had a Wonderful Time doing this again as it 

has been a few years since I have done anything like this.  Thanks to Cindy Crook for getting me involved in the 

Senate again – is has been very positive.   
 

So now moving on to other things in my areas  -   Vonita Gardner has been working on Scholarships She & I will be 

judging applicants following the deadline.  I Want to thank Chad Albers for Getting me in touch with the 

haunted house team & and for the Casino night dates where I can help out (12-2-23 & 2-25-24.) 
 

I am also Excited to be able to join the Haunted house staff & crew for the Year end Party on 2-25-24. 
 

I am also working on a possible Fundraiser for the Senate And will bring that info to our Next Board Meeting. 
 

I want to share a Memory from me to you all & see How many Senators Remember our GOOD OL JAYCEEYS 

DAYS--- I was Driving to work & the Song GOD BLESS THE USA came on the Radio & I Remember holding 

hands & singing this song together at the end of our state Conventions AS A WHOLE GROUP Anyone Else 

Remember this???? 
 

I want to say it has been a pleasure to be Involved in something important again and I hope that ALL OF YOU AND 

YOUR FAMILIES  HAVE A HAPPY & SAFE HOLIDAY,   
 

I will chat with you all again. 

Take Care & God Bless 

1st VP Klinton Finley 
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SOUTH DAKOTA JCI SENATE 

UNAPPROVED MINUTES 

SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA 

SEPTEMBER 9, 2023 

2:00 PM 

 

In attendance:  Ellen Shaner(68746), Klinton Finley(70384), Jim Johnsen(44719), Deb Rothweiler(65300), 

John Dahl(42828), Marsha Dahl(47936), Carole Harlan(44468), Ken Fischer(43036), Julie 

Rieckman(60573), Charles Caron(FR82), Dr Dan Rabbitt(49811), Lynda Kludt(67962), Vonita 

Gardner(63629), Chad Albers(68747), Rose Steen(57178), Cindy Crook(55834) 

 

Call to Order-Pres. Cindy Crook(55834) 

 

Pledge of Allegiance-Dan Rabbittt(49811) 

 

Invocation-Jim Johnsen(44719) 

 

Approval of Agenda-John Dahl(42828), Deb Rothweiler(65300) 

 

Secretary's Report-Minutes were approved from the May 6, 2023 meeting-Julie Rieckman(60573), Klinton 

Finley(70384) 

 

Treasurer's Report-Membership is down 1 overall.  Sept. 1
st
 15 due, 10 lifetime, 3 renew, 2 drop, 1 new.  

Dec.1
st
  49 due, 39 lifetime, 1 deceased, 10 annual dues. 

Sent Mentors envelope around.   

Edward Jones Account-Julie Rieckman(60573) is the 5 year term and administrator, Lester Stearns(67960) 

is the 3-yr term.  Deb Rothweiler(65300) is Chairman of the Board.   Current president Cindy 

Crook(55834) and current treasurer Rose Steen(57178) are also on the committee.  Approved by Lynda 

Kludt(67962) and Marsha Dahl(47936) 

 

SD Advisors Report-Vonita Gardner(63629) has been added as a 2
nd

 advisor.  We have 2 people in Region 

VI offices-Treasurer Dan Rabbitt(49811) and Future Directions-Rose Steen(57178).   

 

Vice President's Report- 

On-To-John Dahl(42828) gave us handouts and registration sheets for upcoming events.  Storage for 

supplies still okay to store at the Jaycee office. 

 

Hospitality-Everyone needs to help with this from now on.   

 

Newsletter-Vonita Gardner(63629) has a deadline of November 25 for articles etc.  Future issues due Feb 

25 and May 25. 

 

Social Media(Facebook and website)-Lynda Kludt(67962) said to let her know things to share and to send 

her messages at lkludt_99@yahoo.com 

Scholarships-Kristi Hackley(76426) is still willing to work on these. 

 

Sweepstakes-Tickets available-$5.00 with Senate # on it. 
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Bylaws/Policies-Need to update by next meeting.  Need 10 present before meeting voting at February 

meeting. 

 

Caps for Love-John Dahl(42828) recycling of the can tabs is in Omaha.  No black ones. 

 

Old Business-$2761.00 from the 50 year Anniversary.  $400 to general fund-hospitality.  

Vonita(63629)moved and Klinton(70384) seconded.  $50.00 to Foundation and $50.00 to Alzheimer's for 

National officers. 50/50 Raffle at Region VI meeting collected $155.00 for the Scholarship Fund. 

 

National Convention in St Louis was hot and cold in tents.  Had many mishaps, falls etc.  Won outstanding 

treasurer(Vonita) both US and Region VI.   

 

Iowa Picnic had a good turnout from us. 

 

New Business- 

Continuing the Feeding South Dakota project. 

 

Wreaths Across America-Deadline Dec.17, 2023-$17.00 for each wreath to put at Veteran's Cemeteries in 

South Dakota. 

 

Wheelchairs 4 Kids-John Robertson is the national chairperson. 

 

Ways and Means/Fundraising-Roger Zens donated $100.  Vonita suggested state fair work for money 

towards group.  Put in newsletter for new ideas. 

 

Membership Handbook-Update position descriptions and add to website.  Vonita working on this.   

 

External Audit-decided to get rid of this 

 

Debit Card- Julie Rieckman(60573) moved and Klinton Finley(70384) seconded the motion to get a credit 

card for only the Treasurer and President to use.  This passed. 

 

State meetings-February possibly Watertown(Days Inn-Quality-Comfort Inn and Suites?), May possibly 

Brookings or Estelline.  No ideas for July or August meeting yet. 

 

 

Sweepstakes tickets that were won went to John Dahl, Marsha Dahl, Dan Rabbitt, Ken Fischer, Julie 

Rieckman, and Cindy Crook. 

 

Good of the Order-Cindy Crook will have knee surgery in October.  Julie's niece died after a hit and run.  

Prayer request for Herb Koerner with a back injury.  Marsha Dahl had a new address for a senator that was 

back in Aberdeen. 

 

Sincerely, Ellen Shaner-Secretary (68746) 
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SD JCI Senate Newsletter 

 

Deadlines for article submissions for the upcoming newsletters are below 

 

 Please forward to Vonita Gardner at vonitarae@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please contact me with any questions. 

Vonita Gardner #63629 

2023-2024 Newsletter Editor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Return the Favor Opportunities 
 

The Sioux Falls Jaycees have casino night fundraisers scheduled for: 
 

January 12, 2024  
7 pm – 10 pm 
Brookings, SD 

 

February 24, 2024 
7 pm – 10 pm 
The District 

Sioux Falls, SD 
 

Dealers for Blackjack, Texas Hold’Em and Roulette are needed. 
 

Please contact Chad Albers at 605-351-5034 if you are able to help out. 
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Senate Photo Gallery 

 
 

US JCI Senate Fall Meeting  - Houston, TX – September 21-224, 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Region VI Fall Meeting  -  New London, WI  -  October 6-8, 2024 
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Holiday Party – November 3, 2023  -  Sioux Falls. SD 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
ONTO Regional, National meetings 

 
  Here are the next other Region VI State meetings, Regional and National meetings coming up.   
 
USJCI Senate Winter Meeting:  January 11-14, 2024 in Greenville, SC.  Reservations Embassy Suites Golf Resort, 
Greenville.  864-676-9090 for early registration $75 postmarked by 12/10/23, $85 postmarked after 12/17/23.  
Hotel room rate is $132.50 plus taxes per night.  Cutoff date for rooms is 12/18/23.   
 
Spring Region VI meeting:  Des Moines, IA April 19-21, 2024.  Early registration is $80 due by 3/15/24, late $90 after 
that.  Room rates are $120 per night.  Holiday Inn on Merle Hay Road.  The Room block is open now… 
 
National Convention 2024: Tampa FL June 18—23, 2024.  Hilton Hotel, 3705 Spectrum Blvd., Tempa, FL.  Rooms are 
$139 per night.  Phone 813-977-7066 
 
Iowa Picnic:  July 12-14, 2004 in Ft. Madison—more to come 
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Birthdays 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wilkinson, Todd 48062 2/03 

Sweet, John 25434 2/04 

Mathey, Deb 61725 2/07 

Steen, Gary 56503-057 2/08 

Graff, Steve 41403 2/14 

Hoffman, Dave 37007 2/15 

Martens, Noel 55832-061 2/16 

Huntimer, Richard 62727 2/18 

Hagen, Laura 62726-130 2/20 

Senators Senate # Birthday 

Francis, Barb 51295 1/03 

Svoboda, Diane    47934-039 1/03 

Zens, Roger J.            28608-031 1/03 

Kruse, Leon R.  42827 1/04 

Fischer, Kenneth L.  43036-070 1/06 

Stotz, Dr. Tom  43035 1/06 

Schempp, Glenda  52810-062 1/08 

Koerner, Herb, Jr.  28607-002 1/09 

Moeller, Robert E. 43037 1/09 

Delzer, Scott  58351 1/11 

Luke, Richard  32908-021 1/12 

Rice, Dawn 65799 1/12 

Anderson, Chuck  54111-020 1/13 

Miller, Lisa 73349-126 1/13 

Rich, Lloyd  24718-136 1/13 

Pond, David 66365 1/18 

Enstad, Dean  55836-059 1/19 

Geier, Diann 61201-088 1/19 

Anderson, Julie 64949 1/22 

Berg, Robin R. 44725 1/23 

Hanisch, Mary  65456 1/23 

Ohleen, David  34793-010 1/24 

Vaughn, Brad  55880 1/26 

Olson-Duck, Gail  49816-141 1/28 

Overseth, Harley  58359 1/28 

Vander Esch, Leon 49815-120 1/29 

DeLaney, Dave 41203 1/30 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND CONGRATULATIONS to the following Senators. 
 
June 1 – Dec. 31 birthdays and anniversaries are listed in the August  issue 0of the SD JCI 
Senate Newsletter   
 
Jan 1 – May 31 birthdays and anniversaries are listed in the Dec issue of the SD JCI Senate 
Newsletter 
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Stark, Ken 30346 2/20 

Bierschbach, Doug 57245-084 2/26 

Meier, Dr. Bradley 52806-016 2/27 

Namken, Darin 59500-094 2/28 

Stover, Al Roy 25431-079 2/28 

 

Danielson, Jeff  69110 3/01 

Sutton, Chuck  46208-013 3/01 

Rabbitt, Jeff  67367 3/02 

Hults, Eugene S. 30717 3/03 

Davenport, Marsha 67426 3/07 

Bauman. Toon 67855-140 3/08 

Peterson, Mark  52804-040 3/08 

Kludt, Greg  60576-093 3/09 

Reed, Jamie 72469 3/09 

Johnsen, Jill  78110-137 3/10 

Wilson, Susan   58352 3/10 

Dahl, John  42828-011 3/11   

Larson, Steve C. 42823  3/11 

Anderson, Jim 64950 3/14 

Berg, Kathy  59558-065 3/16 

Sabers, Terry  38520-055 3/20 

Schempp, Scott  47915-086 3/20 

Sayler, Will 55837 3/23 

Caron, Julie Rieckman  60573-114 3/26   

Mortland, Thomas  63631 3/27 

 

Holdahl, Bev 52519 4/05 

Schwasinger, Patty 60575 4/06 

Martin, Connie 63628 4/09 

Jansen, Jeff 77268 4/11 

Kyle Weelborg 81623 4/13 

Albrecht, Steve 31194 4/14 

Merrill, Allen 49809-048 4/16 

Stanley, Rick L. 34798 4/18 

Shaner, Ellen 68746 4/20 

Hoesing, Mike Lee 28611 4/21 

Rabbitt, Dan 49811-035 4/22 

Biegler, Steve 49814-082 4/25 

Huntimer, Tammy 67603 4/25 

Watzel, Gary R. 17070 4/25 

Crook, Cindy 55834-077 4/27 

Holland, Lana 62010-091 4/28 

Temple, Nancy 46207 4/29 
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Anderson, Dale 61280-101 5/01 

Perry, Carl E. 41404-008 5/02 

Hammer, John 61729-085 5/06 

Albers, Danielle 76427-139 5/07 

Flaten, Jeff 54182 5/10 

Freestone, Kevin 69506 5/11 

Oien, Bob 49812 5/11 

Anderson, Larry 46205 5/13 

Larsen, Jim 57175-105 5/18 

Leppla, D. J. 44743-099 5/18 

Hovland , Jenifer 71649 5/20 

Stransky, Pam 61726 5/22 

Fogel, Connie  51297 5/25 

Hoek, Mark 54183 5/26 

Roybal, Viki 70359 5/26 

DeLaney, Donna 55560 5/30 

  
 

Anniversaries 
 

 
SENATOR & SPOUSE 

 
SENATE # 

 
ANNIVERSARY DATE 

   
Ramsell, Douglas K. & Jane 44718 1/7/1977 
Hainy, Keith & Kristi 34794 1/19/1985 
Johnson, Jim & Diane 34795 1/19/2007 
Simon, Duane & Sharon 62728 1/10/2008 
Berg, Mark & Robin 38524-063 

44725 
1/29/2010 

Anderson, Bruce & Bonnie 42826 2/17/1968 
Ericsson, Lyle & Connie 22049 2/17/2001 
Hoesing, Mike Lee & Linda 28611 2/1/1969 
Mitzel, Ronald J. & Sandy 30715-027 2/13/1971 
Breitbarth, Paul & Diane 47938-069 2/18/2008 
Shaner, Nancy & John 58354-087 2/14/2009 
Rumpza, Donald & Betty 32909 3/5/1965 
Johnsen, James D. & Jill 44719-127 

78110-137 
3/16/1969 

Harries, Dan & Anna 46204-030 3/25/1978 
Anderson, Robert & Karen 26912 3/15/1986 
English, Greg & Ann 46203-006 3/19/1988 
Geier, Diann & Andrew 61201-088 3/29/2008 
Danielson, Jeff  & Angie 69110 3/24/2009 
Knadle, Becky & Chuck 64725-116 3/17/2016 
Stanley, Rick L. & Fern 34798 4/12/1969 
Huntimer, Richard & Tammy 62727 

67603 
4/28/1990 
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Rabbitt, Jeff & Lori 67367 
67660 

4/29/1990 

Rauscher, Anna & Joe 51296-019 4/26/1997 
Watson, Mike & Rebecca 51300-081 5/1997 
Arneson, Edith & Travis 76428-135 

69496-122 
5/3/2003 

Hovland , Jenifer & Greg 71649 5/4/1996 
Graff, Steve & Melody 41403 5/8/1982 
Sutton, Chuck & Val 46208-013 5/8/1987 
Dahl, John & Marsha 42828-011 

47936-012 
5/12/1979 

Wilcox, James C. & Doniese 39029 5/12/1975 
Hammer, Alice & John 67116 

61729-085 
5/15/1992 

Anderson, Jim & Julie 64950 
64949 

5/16/1992 

Kruse, Leon R. & Cindy 42827 5/18/1974 
Merrill, Allen & Kristi 49809-048 5/19/1984 
Kludt, Greg & Lynda 60576-093 

67962-112 
5/20/1989 

Burns, Tom & Carolyn 67629 5/23/1981 
Hoek, Mark & Jill 54183 5/26/1984 
Reed, Jamie & Ryen 72469 5/28/2016 
Gaulrapp, Craig  & Debbie 54110-102 5/29/1971 
Hoelker, Pat & Skip 45893-073 5/29/1993 
Enstad, Dean & Lori 55836-059 

59501-097 
5/30/1981 

 

 

 

SD JCI Senate shirts 

 

SD JCI Senate shirts are still available to order.  Shirts are available in t-shirts, polos or 

button down.  Shirts are purple in color, with the logo below. 

 

Please contact Cindy Crook if you are interested in ordering. 

 

Cindy Crook #55834 

SD JCI President 22-23 

605-460-1184 

crookcin@yahoo.com 
 

 

 


